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tial since the absolutism of Bismarck's sovereignty
would not admit the existence of spheres of sepa-
rate influence. If the Roman Catholic Church
differentiated between things which were of
Caesar, and those which were of G-od, Bismarck
denied the distinction. Since to him the world
meant Germany, within its confines he would
permit no division of power. That, to his mind,
was the fundamental error of granting eccle-
siastical independence. He saw no meaning in
that term or, if he did, it was a meaning fraught
with danger. If the emperor could not be master
in his own house, Bismarck would drive out those
who doubted Ms domination. 'If such a sect as
the Ultramontanes,' he declared proudly,97 'can
not be at one with the ambitions of the State, and
even endangers those ambitions, clearly the State
can not tolerate their existence.' For it would be
the blasphemy of politics to destroy the identity
of the etMcs of the State. It was the negation of
that Hegelian sovereignty the empire was proudly
to personify.
VI
Such was the psychological basis of the Kultur-
Ttampf. That is not to.^say that it was for the
enforcement of these political views that Bismarck
embarked upon Ms most disastrous enterprise.
Certainly it was not the definition of papal inf alli-
97 See Wilmowski, Heine Erinnerungen an Bismarck (1909), p. 189.